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News from Collections

THE JOURNEY MUSEUM

THE TURTLE      TIMES

Dinosaurs to Deadwood—visit
one more time!

        Sat., Aug. 26  “The
Roads of Peter Norbeck” Jour-
ney Museum Bus Tour. Guide:
Carol Cameron  9-5 p.m.

 Dinosaur to Deadwood
exhibit continues through
Aug. 13.

Bush grant offers opportunity to teachers and teens 

RAPID CITY, South Dakota – The
Journey Museum has begun implementing its
Youth Initiative. Funded by the $366,000 Bush
Foundation grant, the Youth Initiat ive is
designed to increase the museum’s value to
Rapid City as it expands its education programs
by adding Teacher Ambassadors f rom four
regional schools and establishes  a Teen Team
program.

Diane Melvin, the museum’s Education
Director, wil l play the primary role i n
implementing our Youth Initiative, working
with the Teacher ambassadors. Diane has a
background in teaching and school
administration. Kristi Thielen, the newly-hired
Youth Coordinator, wil l work directly with the
Teen Teams. Her experience in marketing,
program development, and grant writing will
be invaluable to the program’s success.

Teacher Ambassadors will be recruited
f rom four preselected area schools and will
receive a stipend and mileage compensation.

Continued on page 9  Kristi Thielen, the new Youth Coordinator—story on
page 9

         Sat., July 22  “Paleo
Dig in Wyoming. Journey
Museum Bus Tour. Guides:
B.H. Institute of Geological
Research Crew    9-5 p.m.

     Fri. Aug. 18 —Sept. 24.
Stanford Adelstein Gallery.
Northern Plains Watercolor
Society Exhibit. Opening re-
ception  Aug. 18, 7 p.m.

Massive dinosaur skeletons, stunning
fossils, and unique minerals make the current
exhibit “ From Dinosaurs to Deadwood:
Discovering Dakota Territory”  a family
adventure. The spectacular free exhibit opened
in April and runs through August 13.

Although the triceratops skeleton lef t the
week of July 9 for an exhibit in Tokyo, visitors
can sti l l  see STAN the T.rex in the lobby and
Archelon, the giant fossi l turtle, in the
Adelstein Gallery. One visit is not enough!

Stop to look more closely at some of the
smaller displays in the exhibit—historic maps
and pictures of human exploration of our Black
Hills, gorgeously-colored Fairburn and Tepee
Canyon agates, and the amazing ammonites
collected by Neal Larson, an international ex-
pert on these extinct sea creatures.

The Black Hills Institute of  Geologic
Research in Hill City, the Museum of  Geological
at the SD School of Mines &  Technology, the
Adams Museum and Days of  76 Museum in
Deadwood and the Mammoth Site of Hot Springs
collaborated with the Journey Museum to tell this
story of scientific discovery in the Black Hills
region.

        Tues, Sept. 5 Begin
winter hours: 9-5 p.m. Mon.-
Sat.; 1-5 p.m. Sundays

  Sat. July 19. Family Fun
Day. 1-6 p.m.  Demonstrations
and activities for the whole
family at Storybook Island. Co-
sponsored by the The Journey.
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Ray Summers,

Executive Director

News from the Director ’s Corner

THE

JOURNEY MUSEUM

MISSION STATEMENT

The Journey Museum
is the education venue
that serves as a forum

to preserve and
explore the heritage of

the cultures of the
Black Hills region and
the knowledge of its

natural environment to
understand and value
our past, enrich our

present, and meet the
challenges of the

future.

The Turtle Times is published 4
times a year to entertain and
inform the f riends and patrons
of The Journey Museum,  a 501
(c)) (3). Non-Profit organization
dedicated to preserving the heri-
tage of  the Black Hills area.
Editor: Donna Fisher

See  Turtle Times at
www.journeymuseum.org.

Please direct all inquiries to:

Ray Summers, Executive Director

(605) 394-2249

The Journey Museum

222 New York St.

Rapid City, SD 57701

rsummers@journeymuseum.org

Visit us on the web at
www.journeymuseum.org

From the earliest days of the Journey
Museum, staff has tirelessly worked to im-
prove the quality of the visitor’s experience.
The Rapid City Community built the best
museum in this region, and in many respects
in the nation, in the hopes that visitors from
across the globe would experience the won-
ders of the Black Hills and its cultural his-
tory. Tens of thousands have taken the ‘jour-
ney in time’ and discovered why the Na-
tive Peoples considered the Black Hills sa-
cred.  But what are the measures of value
to the community and beyond? Is the only
valid measure of success, how many people
visit and pay admission? The value to the
community is much more than that.

Simply put, public value is a corre-
late of private value, which is measured by
shareholder return.  A tremendous amount
of energy has been spent by staff and vol-
unteers to create a perception of public
value in the museum; much of  activity has
been with tight resources.

gallery exhibitions has
appealed to a new au-
dience. We have all
heard indiv iduals
comment as they at-
tended one of  these
events that this is the
f irst time they have
been to the museum or
they haven’t been here since the museum
opened. We are pleased that these people
have finally discovered the museum. How-
ever, this effort has been perched precari-
ously on the backs of our staff  and volun-
teers; we can’t continue this indefinitely!

We are now in a transitional period.
The Journey M useum Youth Init iative,
funded by the Bush Foundation, will give
us an opportunity to increase our capacity
(resources) to transition to a sustainable
mode (the triangle on the right) where our
programming is supported by an enhanced
staff, volunteers, and board that receives
periodic training.

This past week I held meetings with
Diane (Ed. Dir.), Kristi (new Youth Coordi-
nator) and our consultants from MEM &  As-
sociates to begin planning for the implemen-
tation of the Youth Initiative. The Teacher
Ambassador program will begin with re-
cruitment in early fall and the training of the
eight teachers later. Two teachers each will
be selected f rom Cent ral H.S., Dakota
Middle School, Douglas H.S. and Red Cloud
Indian School.  Simultaneously we will be
hiring ten teens from across the community
to establish our Teen Teams.

 Most l ikely we will have to reduce
the number of programs during this transi-
tion while the Youth Initiative and other pro-
grams mature. The transition to a sustain-
able mode will take several years, facil itated
by the efforts of the teachers and teens in
concert with the museum staff and volun-
teers the museum’s value as an educational
venue and the cultural and historical center
of the greater Black Hills Region.

Please share your enthusiasm for the
museum; remind friends that we have cor-
porate and individual memberships that
make a great gift. Thank you for your sup-
port.

Until now               -2009

Consider the diagram above. The left
triangle is an il lustration of the manner in
which the programming has been accom-
plished until now. The red portion of the
triangle is our programming and the por-
tion on the bottom is the resources.  The
Adelstein changing community gallery has
been a primary focus of  our community
programming. Additionally, the summer
children’s activities, bus tours, car show,
motorcycle events, super-bowl party and
many more activities have represented our
efforts to reach out to the community to add
audience to the museum. Tight budgets and
limited resources have been the norm;
through the efforts of our volunteers and
the dedicated staff  we have been able to do
‘more with less.’

We have made significant progress
with this strategy; each of the community

Transitioning to the Sustainable
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Journey Museum Events for Summer 2006

Stanford Adelstein Gallery “ From Dinosaurs to Deadwood: Discover ing Dakota Ter r itory”
Through Aug. 13̀ Five museum collaborative exhibit. Free.

Sioux Indian Museum Gallery “ Painting in Giclee”  by JoAnne Bird
Through  Aug. 2 Bird is an enrolled member of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota  Nation. Painting

professionally since 1968, she is a nationally and internationally known artist.

Sat., July 9 Dinosaur  Day.  “Black Hills Cretaceous!  Good Gracious!”  Dinosaur Puppet Show.
2:30 p.m. Family entertainment in the Wells Fargo Theater.  Adults $6, children $4,
children under 4 are free. ($1 discount current Museum members.)
Plus music, dinosaur track casting, Bones Rock book talk and T-shirt signings.

Sat., July 22 “ Paleo Dig in Wyoming”  Journey Museum Bus Tour  with B.H. Institute of
Geological Research Crew as guides.  9-5 p.m.  $50 current museum member,
$60 non-member. Call for reservations.

Sioux Indian Museum Gallery “Tactile Memor ies; Paper Quilts and Wall Hangings”  byJessie Knight Palczewski.
Aug. 6 - Sept. 27 Quilts and wall hangings created with various mediums of Japanese paper.

She is an enrolled member of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe.

Stanford Adelstein Gallery  Nor thern Plains Watercolor  Society Exhibit
Aug. 18 - Sept. 24 Exhibit Opening Reception and Awards , Friday, Aug. 18. 7:00 p.m.  Free.

Watch for weekly artist’s demonstration in the gallery and Journey Gardens.

Sat., Aug. 26 “ The Roads of Peter  Norbeck”   Journey Museum Bus Tour
Pig-tail Bridges, rock tunnels, Mt. Rushmore, Harney Peak, Sylvan Lake, Cathedral
Spires rock formation. Guide:  Carol Cameron     9-5 p.m.
$50 current museum member, $60 non-member.

Tues, Sept. 5 Begin winter  hours: 10-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat.; 1-5 p.m. Sundays

Sat., Sept. 23 “ Roadside Geology of Land Sur faces in Ter tiary Time”   Journey Museum Bus
Tour.  Spring Creek, NW to Lead.  Guide:  Jack Redden   9-5 p.m.
$50 current museum member, $60 non-member.

Stanford Adelstein Gallery “ The Black Hills: Yesterday and Today”
Sept. 30 - Dec. 31 Paul Horsted's photography plus historic photos of Black Hills-area towns and land–

scapes matched with modern photos taken from the same camera points.
The exhibition will be based on his new book, The Black Hills Yesterday &  Today.

Sat., Oct. 7 “ Water falls and Hydrology of the Black Hills”  Journey Museum Bus Tour.
Spearfish Canyon, Bridal Veil Falls, Savoy, Roughlock Falls, Cheyenne Crossing.
Guide:  Perry Rahn        9-5 p.m.   $50 current museum member, $60 non-member

For details on Summer  Tours  see page 4

        New: Extended hours until 8pm each Tuesday
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July 22- Paleo DigTour with Black Hills  Institute crew
Sign up now for a family-friendly scientific experience that’s truly pre-
historic! It’s our July 22 bus tour, with the Black Hills Institute of
Geological Research, Inc. of Hill City. You’ll leave the Journey at 9 a.m.,
then travel to the Wyoming site to see paleontologists and volunteers dig
and excavate where the T. rex used to roam. Enjoy lunch at the site and
the chance for Q & A with BHI staffers. Our bus returns you to the
Journey Museum by 5 p.m.

August 26 – The Roads of Peter Norbeck with Carol Cameron
Celebrate the vision of Sen. Peter Norbeck on a day-long trip featuring
“pig-tail” shaped bridges, rock tunnels, Mt. Rushmore, Harney Peak,
Sylvan Lake, the Needle’s and Cathedral Spires rock formations.
Longtime residents can learn new history and area newcomers will enjoy
the relax-and-ride event. Lunch stop at Buffalo Rock Lodge on
Playhouse Rd. adds noon-time ambience.  9:00-5:00

September 23 - Roadside Geology of Land Surfaces in Tertiary Time
With Jack Redden

Follow Spring Creek, then  northwest to route to Lead with stops along
the way with SDSMT Prof. Emeritus Jack Redden interpreting the Black
Hills uplift. 9:00-5:00

October 7 – Waterfalls and Hydrology of the Black Hills
with Perry Rahn

To Spearfish Canyon, visit the Bridal Veil Falls, stop at Savoy and walk
to Spearfish Falls, then on to Roughlock Falls and Cheyenne Crossing
with SDSMT’s Dr. Perry Rahn as your guide. Return home through
Rochford past the legendary Moonshine Gulch. 9:00-5:00

$50 current museum member, $60 non-member. Transportation
from The Journey, lunch and guide service included.
Call 394-6923 for reservations as soon as possible!

THE JOURNEY MUSEUM PRESENTS
Summer and Fall Bus Tours

Travel to  a "Dinosaur Dig Experience with the
Black Hills Institute" in Wyoming. Go to Unearthing
T.rex <www.unearthingtrex.com> to learn more.

Sen. Peter Norbeck’s vision brought influential
v is itors,  preserved a wilderness area and
designed a stunning Black Hills highway. The
photo shows Norbeck at the Belle Fourche Rodeo,
July 4th 1927 with President and Mrs. Coolidge. 

See Spearfish Falls for yourself on a
Journey tour “ Waterfalls and
Hydrology of the Black Hills”

with Dr. Perry Rahn—Sat. Oct. 7

Paul Horsted’s photos have appeared in publications
such as LIFE, Reader’s Digest and USA Today, as well
as in books, calendars, and advertising. He is featured
regularly in South Dakota Magazine. His latest book
will be released at the opening of “The Black Hills: Yes-
terday and Today” exhibit in the Adelstein Gallery on
Sept. 30. The show runs Sept. 30—Dec. 31. Historic
photos of Black Hills-area towns and landscapes are
matched with Horsted photos taken from the same cam-
era points. For more pre-publication information and
more details go to www.dakotaphoto.com.
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The Minnilusa Pioneer Museum  Reid Riner, Director
 

Corb Morse, pioneer Rapid City cattleman
owned one of the largest operat ions in South
Dakota. Minnilusa owns Corb’s silver–mounted
bridle, given to him by the notorious Pancho
Villa. A  Minnilusa picture of his ranch is featured
in the mural behind Minnilusas’s range exhibit.

Corb Morse, pioneer Rapid City cattleman

Rapid City native Corb Morse was
a high flyer in the region’s second boom
industry,  cattle raising.  As such, he was
well used to the ups and downs of  large
scale cattle and land speculation, and
was nearly destitute by the time of his
death in January of 1940 at his ranch
home in east Rapid City.

‘Corb Morse Buys and Sells
Cattle’

Arriving on the Dakota Ranges in
the 1880s, the teenage Morse was no
stranger to the cattle business as he had
worked with his father in upstate New
York providing beef for the New York
City market. Out West,  he started at the
bottom, punching cattle for $40 a month.
After a time, he acquired his own herd
and went on to become one of the larg-
est individual operators in the country.
He first ranged his stock over an area
100 miles long and 75 miles wide be-

tween the White and Cheyenne Rivers
(10,000 acres on Cain Creek). In his later
years, he operated on about 6,000 owned
and leased acres six miles east of Rapid City
where his ranch home was located (just be-
yond Twilight Drive).

At a time when most cattlemen were
scaling down in anticipation of the home-
steader era, he was known as the man that
“set Peter Duhamel afoot” in a day of deal
making that resulted in Morse paying Alex
and Peter Duhamel, and Mike Babue
$235,000.00 for substantially all the trio’s
assets in the business in 1900.  At the time,
it was the largest cash transaction ever ne-
gotiated in western South Dakota. From
1900-1915, Corb never handled less than
10,000 cattle a year and during his best year
of that period he sold and/or bought 36,000
head of cattle.

In the disastrous blizzard of 1905 he
lost 4,000 head of  prized Hereford cattle
along the Wall of  the Badlands and another
3,000 were driven before the storm to the
Bad River and drowned. In a conversation
at Rapid City’s Harney Hotel, he is pur-
ported to have said “easy come, easy go”  in
reaction to the confirmation that he had lost
half a mill ion dollars in stock that night. For
Corb, that night’s loss was the beginning of
the end although he got other herds together
and paid off  his debts.

In fact, though he went on to emerge
from numerous financial scrapes by the be-
ginning of the depression in fair shape, he
would never return to the zenith of his glory
in that fateful year.

Corb Morse the Collector
Morse’s Rapid City spread was noted

both for its up-to-date ranching methods and
as a showplace for his wide ranging collec-
tion of artifacts and antiques. An avid col-
lector, Corb’s East Rapid City home was a
museum of fur rugs, Navajo rugs, Native
American artifacts, mounted animals and
species of hide, fine furnishings from vari-
ous periods and styles, and a set of candle
sticks said to have belonged to the George
Washington family.

Corb M orse the Host
Morse’s Rapid City ranch also pro-

vided a quiet retreat for a number of his other
notable acquaintances. Teddy Roosevelt,
Mark Twain, L il l ian Russell, Frederic
Remington and the boxer “Gentleman Jim”
Corbett were all known to have spent time
at the ranch. Morse is universally referred
to by his contemporaries as having been gen-
erous to a fault. He lavished gifts on his
friends during the good times when he was
among the region’s wealthiest men. As to
his personal l ife, noted Rapid City historian
and contemporary Carl Leedy wrote:

“Every spring he had his cousins come
and see him from New York…and what
cousins! They generally came one at a time.
He nearly always had a cousin or niece vis-
iting him. In 1905, though, Corb lost most
of his cattle in a storm and from then on he
had pretty tough sledding. It was noticeable
that from that time on he spent more time
with rich widows than he did with his cous-
ins. There was a widow who lived up on the
hill that had a beautiful home and a terraced
lawn. Corb was able to get her to finance
some of his big cattle deals. For 4 or 5 more
years he prospered until his source of rev-
enue passed away. There was another attrac-
tive widow whose husband had been the
president of one of our banks. Corb talked
her into taking care of him. The romance
went on for several years until she ran out
of funds.”

In the end, they both wound up down
at his ranch in poor health. The mortgage
took the ranch and the personal property was
sold at auction. Thus ended the romantic
cattle business for Corb, but he lived high
for quite a time.

When Morse died in 1940, the gover-
nor ordered a special rail-l ine extended to
the ranch, so that people could pay their last
respects. Corb is buried in Mt. View Cem-
etery, Rapid City, SD. You can see Corb
Morse’s silver-mounted bridle, a gift from
Pancho Villa, with whom he became ac-
quainted in Mexico, in the Minnilusa Col-
lection at the Journey Museum.



SUMMER 2006 PAGE 6

The Journey Museum • 222 New York Street  • Rapid City, SD 57701  • 605-394-6923
•Hours: 10–5 Monday–Saturday; 10–5 Sunday    9-8 Tuesday.      •www.journeymuseum.org

342-1078

Midnight Sun Band
605-393-8427

Black Hills #1 Country Dance Band

The Journey Insider
Elizabeth Hull of Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania won the blue and
white quilt made by the Tuesday
Night Black Hills Quilters Guild.
Hull said, “Last year we were in
Rapid City for our first time and
were very impressed by The
Journey Museum. My sister
suggested ...The Journey
Museum. We loved it! I can’t wait
to tell her I won the beautiful
quilt.”
The quilters have contributed
another spectacular quilt titled
“Black Hills  Beauty” for raffle on
our tenth birthday next year.
Raffle t ickets are available at  the
front desk - $2 each or 3 for $5.

Come to Storybook Island, July 19th from 1 to 6 p.m for an
afternoon of  demonstrations and activities for the whole family!
The Journey Museum will co-sponsor the event, which will focus
on pastimes of  pioneer l ife and provide children and adults with
a chance to witness  “l iving history.”  Fishing and woodcarving
demonstrations are just some of the activities being conducted
on site; the line-up will l ikely also include craftspeople and
storytellers from various cultural backgrounds.

 For further details about this and additional Family Fun
Nights, call Todd Gregson at Storybook Island at 342-6357.

Family Fun in the Park marks JM/SBI partnership

Sam’s Club provided Diane Melvin with a check for $500 to sponsor
educat ional programming for the “Dinosaurs to Deadwood: Discovering
Dakota Territory” exhibit.  Thank you so much to Sam’s Club for their on-
going support! 

Presentations to Clubs and Organizations

  Volunteer Irv Sterner and Diane Melvin have developed
a 20 minute power point slide mini tour of and introduction to
The Journey Museum, and have begun presenting it to area clubs
and organizations.  They visited the Action Club in Spearfish in
May and will be presenting again in July for the Spearfish
Kiwanis Club.  In January, Diane Melvin and K risti Thielen will
offer a short educational program to the Black Hills Retired
Teachers.

If you know of any club or organization that would like to
view the presentation, please call the Education Department at
394-2535 or email to education@journeymuseum.org.

Peregrine Pointe
Bed and Breakfast

23451 Peregrine Pt. Pl., Rapid City, SD 57702
 •605-388-8378

Quiet Relaxation and Simple Pleasures 
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The Journey Insider

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED—DISCOVERING THE LEGACY  OF GRACE FRENCH
In collaboration with The Dahl Fine Arts Center, The Journey Museum will gather and present the works of Grace
French and her sister Abigail, pioneer artists and teachers in the Black Hills. We’re looking for French’s paintings,
sketches, painted china and other works. We need documentation including oral histories about her contribution to
visual history of central Black Hills both as an artist and a teacher. Can you help us discover more about the
French sisters? Contact Reid Riner, Minnilusa Pioneer Museum director if you have paintings, china or information.

According to treasurer and artist Nancy Ashley, Northern Plains
Watercolor Society members like the hospitality and exhibit
space afforded by the Adelstein Gallery. “We like The Journey
as a venue—it enhances our pieces so much; that’s one of the
reasons we wanted to use that space again for the annual show,”
Ashley said.

The 2006 11th annual show “ Transparent Watercolor: A
Celebration of Light”  runs from August 18—Sept. 24. The
show’s judge, Dennis Navrat, former chair of  Fine Arts at the
University of South Dakota will critique an hour before the
opening and public reception on Friday, Aug. 18 at 7 p.m. “Our
receptions have been well attended and people kind of look for

our [NPWS] show.” Ashley said. “The public has come to expect
a large variety of good quality paintings for sale.”

Only NPWS members from the 14-state region may enter
this non-juried show. Ashley expects to see a wide variety of  trans-
parent water color techniques plus varied subjects from many of
the 45-50 NPWS  members.  Expect to see some controlled and
traditional paintings as well as very dynamic design f rom artists
like Karen Johnson of Minneapolis who will be offering an Octo-
ber workshop in Rapid City.

Local NWPS members will offer weekly demonstrations in
the gallery and Journey gardens during the month-long exhibit.
Watch for artists and schedule to be announced soon.

Saying goodbye to ‘the car guy’—Jim Neuzil
Needing job skil ls, Jim Neuz1l came to The Journey

through Experience Works, the federal agency formerly called
Green Thumb. The staff held a going-away party for Jim a couple
of weeks ago to say thank you for two years of great service.

Initially, Jim had his doubts. “The day I walked in, I had
never been here before. I had a kind of negative attitude based
on comments I had heard, and I didn’t realize what [the museum]
was.  The Journey is a neat place, it’s always changing, and
anybody that doesn’t come and see it is crazy! ”

“I’ m technically legally blind,” Jim explains. “Experience
Works pays you to go someplace to learn so you can get a better
job. I had zero computer skil ls and Morgan Miles [former
program coordinator]  really got me up at running on Excel,
Word,  and Publisher which I really l iked.”

A  government low vision agency got Jim a special
computer with larger monitor. With this adaptation Jim put his
new skil ls to work. “When Morgan was here, I  worked with
second to fourth grade school kids. A lot of  them needed
attention, and when you help them, they think you’re pretty
neat. I hadn’t done much of that for a long time.”

Staff members came to count on Jim’s helping hands.
However, the agency grant had an income limit and had failed
to count part of Jim’s retirement income. “But last year they
counted everything and I  was over and that bumped me of f the
program.”

The Journey
loses an enthusiastic
employee as Jim
leaves to search for
another job. “ I ’ m
gonna be out beating
the bushes; hopefully
I can find something
using what I learned
here.” Jim says.

The Turtle
Island Car Show was
Jim’s pride and joy.
“ I ’ m a car nut; it’s
been my hobby for 

‘Transparent Watercolor A Celebration of Light’
Eleventh Annual Exhibition Northern Plains Watercolor Society

August 18 - September 24, 2006  Adelstein Gallery

last 50 years, so as a fund raiser a year ago, we decided to put on
a car show.  We worked with Black Hills Overdrive and this year
I took it on  by myself—we had 57 entries!  I’ ve been asked to do
it again next year.”

What does Jim Neuzil have to say about his future as a
Journey volunteer? “ Everybody should give it a try if for no other
reason than that you learn so much; you feel much better about
The Journey yourself when you see it f rom the inside. I’ m gonna
be back one way or another—spending some time volunteering!”
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Western Dakota Gardens Pennington County Master Gardeners

Storybook Island. Journey gardeners partner to ‘grow’ young gardeners via JMG project

Summer Reading for Young Gardeners
Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens
Hare turns his bad luck around by striking a clever
deal with the rich and lazy bear down the road.
Brother Eagle, Sister Sky by Susan Jeffers
A Suquamish Indian chief describes his people’s
respect and love for the earth, and concern for its
destruction.
Plantzil la  by Jerdine Nolen and David Catrow
A boy, his science teacher and his parents discuss an
unusual, sometimes frightening, plant that becomes
more human as the summer progresses.
•••Visit the JMG website at www.jmgkids.us/ for kids’
gardening activities.  

James Haug, DirectorThe Archaeological Research Center

The 2006 Ditch Creek Volunteer Archaeological
Project was sponsored by the USDA Black Hills
National Forest and the SDHS Archaeological
Research Center.  The project took place June 12
through 23 in the Ditch Creek Drainage in the
central Black Hills.  Many volunteers f rom across
the nation volunteered their time to help
archaeologists understand the significance of four
of the archaeological sites tested and to gain a
better understanding of  human adaptation to

signif icant climatic events in the Black Hills
environment.  Investigations took place on a number of  settings
and included cultural components from around 9,000 years ago
to present.  ~Field report by Mike Fosha, State Archaeologist.

Ditch Creek Volunteer Archaeological Investigations

It’s the first program of its kind ever  in South Dakota – and
it is taking place now at the Journey Museum and Storybook
Island! JMG program is modeled after the highly successful Mas-
ter Gardener program and offers horticultural and environmental
science education, and leadership and life skil ls development
through fun and creative activities.  

The Junior Master Gardener Program (JMG) is a unique,
4-H developed program designed to teach horticultural and envi-
ronmental education to kids age 8-10. The program’s first class

was held Saturday, June 24 at Storybook Island with Master Gar-
dener Jan Purcell teaching eight novice gardeners a lesson on plant
needs and flower dissection. The students then created “plant
people”  and were encouraged to monitor their creation’s develop-
ment.

The 1- hour classes will continue each Saturday until Octo-
ber 31, then resume in January and February. A portion of the Jour-
ney Museum garden will be designated for use by the students so
they can engage in some real “hands-on” gardening work.

Students attend each class with a parent and cost of the class
is only $10. There is sti l l   time to register additional students. Call
Youth Coordinator Kristi Thielen at 394-4103 to do so and become
part of an exciting new educational offering.

Father–Daughter team  Leonard and Laura Tomsick, from Wisconsin
excavating at 39PN90.  Photo by Mike Fosha.

Master Gardener Jan Purcell teaches eight novice gardeners about plant
needs and flower dissect ion. Meeting at Storybook Island, the students
then created “plant people” for their first lesson. Photo by Kristi Thielen.
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Diane Melvin, Education Director
Kristi Thielen, Youth Coordinator

We’re About Education!

Bush grant Youth Initiative continued from page 1

 Youth Coordinator Kristi Thielen brings networks, skills, experience

Teachers will also receive continuing
education credit through their
participation in the program. Eduators
will agument their current curriculums
with materials built on the museum’s
collections.

The Teen Team will participate in
projects that teach them not only about
the museum exhibitions, but also about
the day-to-day business of  running a
museum as well.

Thielen says the teens wil l be
recruited f rom diverse cultural and
economic backgrounds. “ We want to
teach these teens about Journey
collections and exhibits and also about
careers in museums. They’l l get hands-
on in all of the exhibits—science, history,
Lakota culture and so on.”

Through partnerships developed by
the museum, teens will work on projects
ranging f rom marketi ng and tourism
promotion to program development and
delivery with a variety of  community
organizations and businesses.

Thielen, a longtime Rapi d City
resident and a supporter of The Journey,
believes the Youth Initiative is truly a new
frontier. “We‘ll break new ground with these
education programs, drawing people in
nontraditional ways, short classes that are
interactive and fun but also giving children
or adults a real firm sense of  a field of
knowledge. I t’s education—that’s where
museums are going these days!”

For more informati on, v isit the
museum’s web site at and click on the Youth
Initiative PowerPoint.

WE NEED YOU

 AS A JOURNEY VOLUNTEER
Call Sheryl Starnes  (718-0332) or

Janet Rathbun (341-5663)

Call Journey Gardener Darrol Birk
to volunteer in the garden season.

716-1239

tiwang@rushmore.com.

Yes, our new Youth Coordinator is
that Thielen, the one with experience in
children’s programming with an
emphasis on the performing arts.  Yes,
she’s that Thielen—her father retired
f rom teaching American History at
SDSMT and her mother Nancy has had a
piano studio for years.

Yes, she’s that Thielen who married
and raised three children here—lots of
teachers know her through Girls, Inc. or
the Rapid City Journal Newspapers in
Education Program or the Black Hills
Community Theater. Now, thanks to the
Bush Grant Youth Initiative, she’s come
to The Journey.

“From it’s inception I always pipe-
dreamed about trying to find some way
to become involved at The Journey, to
be a part of  what went on here,” K risti
says.

Her Cherry Street Players
Halloween production and last April ’s
“High Hopes for Hay Camp” brought her
to the Wells Fargo Theatre stage. “Last
year I  had an opportunity to lend my

theatre work and that led to a relationship
with Di ane and that l ed to what has
eventually come about.”

When MEM &  Associates (Mary
Ellen Munley’s firm) came to work on the
Youth Initiat ive and met K risti, the
consultants began to talk about theatre,
puppet shows. etc.—projects where teens
could create materials used by people
their age and people younger.

Kristi feels secure and excited about
her new position funded through the Bush
grant. “ So much of this has already been
established and laid out for me, but what
is left for me to do is highly creative. This
is really ideal in that [it’s] ready for me
to hop on. I have a pretty big network in
Rapid City, and I’ve been able to draw
on my network and I think that is going
help.”  She even has her own costume
shop and will make it available because
of her being on staff.

Kristi says museums are breaking
new ground with education programs,
especially in nontraditional ways. “ That’s
where museum are going these days. I
love the idea of a museum becoming the
community gathering place—the cultural
or educational version  of a Starbucks.
Like a coffeehouse, I hope people can
gather here to converse with other people
and to learn.”

“I have about three or four skil l sets.
I have the theatre interest—done that! I
have a journalism interest—done that! I
have an interest in history, but I’ ve never
had a position before that drew everything
together. What a fun thing to pull all of
those skill sets together in pursuit of a
brand new thing!”
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The Sioux Indian Museum Paulette Montileaux, Director

‘Paintings in Giclee’ by JoAnne
Bird thru Aug. 2
”Paintings in Giclee” by internat ionally-known
JoAnne Bird, an enrolled member of the
Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Nation, will be
shown through Aug.2.  “The current JoAnne
Bird  exhibit is  fantastic,” says Journey Director
Ray Summers.

Jessie Knight Palczewski will be
exhibiting a ‘ new perspective’ of  quilts
and wall hangings in the Sioux Indian
Museum gallery from August 6 through
September 27, 2006.  This new
perspective is a combination of painting,
printmaking and sewing put together in
the form of  quilts and wall hangings
constructed from Japanese paper, batting
and then machine stitched together.

Jessie earned a Bachelor of Science
degree f rom the Black Hill s State
University, Spearfish, SD in 2003, she
went on to earn a Masters of  Fine Arts
degree f rom the University of  North
Dakota, Grand Forks, ND in 2006.  She
has exhibited her work in exhibitions
from 2001-2006 in South Dakota, North
Dakota, and was a part of a group show
in Oradea, Romania in 2005.  She has
received many honors and awards. She
also had solo exhibits in Spearf ish, SD
and Grand Forks, ND.

She began experimenting with
creating quilts and wall hangings from
paper in the past year.  Prior to this art
form, she became an accomplished artist
in the area of pastels.

Her paper creations are symbolic
of childhood memories and experiences.
Interested in the symbolic importance
that is placed on American Indian quilts,
she began to i l lustrate important moments
in her l ife through quilts.  The stories that
lie within the quilts are communicated
through personal narrative that explains
the i nternal purpose of  the quilt s’
existence. Paper makes the quilt s
completely non-functional in a uti l i tarian
sense, but functional as a communicator
of emotion.  The material she has chosen
allows her to work within the areas of
paintings and printmaking, which are the
foundation of  her artistic identity and
abilities.  Tradit ionall y women have
made quilts as functional objects that can
be passed down f rom generation to
generation.  The women of her family
have practiced this uti l i tarian enterprise

for generations, which led to her personal
attraction to quilts.  However, as a painter,
she is investigating this feminine ritual
through a different lens while exploring her
inner self .

‘Tactile Memories’ Japanese paper quilts and wall hangings
by Jessie Knight Palczewski show Aug. 6 - Sept. 27

“The Perfect Match”, 2006, collograph prints, gouache, Japanese paper, 53" x 90

A2Z Business &
Tax Service

402 Maple Avenue
Rapid City, SD   716-3985

   •3150  E Hwy 44, Rapid City, SD
57703

          •Carpet, vinyl, ceramics

            •Sales and installation

Abbey Carpet  •605-393-1498

Black Hills History
Books, Photos, Maps,
and Native Americana

Storyteller West
~ 605-348-3560
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The Museum of Geology

Abstract
In 1906, N. H. Darton authored a U. S. Geological Survey

(USGS) folio describing the geology of  the Bighorn Mountains,
Wyoming. The folio includes a 1905 photograph of the glacier
at the base of Cloud Peak, the largest glacier in the Bighorn
Mountains. The Bighorn Mountains were extensively glaciated
during the Pleistocene epoch, but today the glaciers have nearly
all melted away. On August 5, 2005, we photographed the gla-
cier from the same location. Since 1905, it has shrunk in size
from approximately 500 mill ion cubic feet to approximately 80
mill ion cubic feet. We estimate that it will be completely gone
within about 20 years.

Darton estimated that mountain glaciers once covered about
200 square miles [of the Bighorns] based on glacial features such
as cirques and moraines. Based on the sun angle and the absence
of fresh snow we believe [the Darton photograph] was taken late
in the day during the end of the summer in 1905.

On August 5, 2005 we found the same location. [The gla-
cier]  is considerably smaller than it was in 1905. The water in
Glacier Lake indicates the glacier is producing rock flour and is
most l ikely sti l l  active.

 Last Glacier in the Bighorns

August 5, 2005 Photo from  the same location by Dr.  Perry Rahn.

1905 photograph of the glacier at the base of Cloud Peak, Darton USGS
survey

Estimated Cloud Peak Glacier volumes
1905...........................506 million cubic feet
1966 aerial photo.......205 million cubic feet
2005...........................  78 million cubic feet

It is clear that a dramatic shrinking of the glacier has oc-
curred in the past 100 years. If  this rate of melting continues, we
estimate the glacier will be completely gone between years 2020
and 2034. There are only a few mountain glaciers left in the con-
tinental US, mainly in Glacier National Park, Montana, and the
Wind River Range, Wyoming.

The present worldwide recession of glaciers may simply
be due to natural global warming accompanying the Holocene
interglacial. If all the planet’s remaining glaciers were to melt,
the world sea level would rise about 60 m.

Burning fossil fuels produces CO2 and causes the “green-
house effect. This anthropogenic effect may be accelerating the
global warming that has been naturally occurring since the Ice
Age. The warming during the past 20,000 years has not been
continuous. We are currently in an interglacial, one of many that
may have occurred during the Pleistocene. The cause of  these
climatic functions may involve astronomical parameters, volca-
nism, and mountain building, or other unidentified causes.

This study of the shrinking glacier at Cloud Peak confirms
global warming, but it does not confirm that this warming is
caused by man.

~Excerpted from The Professional  Geologist,  Mar/Apr. 2006
“The Last Glacier in the Bighorns”  by Perry H. Rahn, Charles

Michael  Ray, and Michael W. Rahn 

At the NASA Teacher Academy June 29-30, NASA Aerospace Education
Specialist, Angelo Cassaburri, demonstrated to teachers how they could
add cutting edge science to their current curriculum. Tom Durkin, Deputy
Director and Outreach Coordinator for the SD Space Grant Consortium
at South Dakota School of Mines and Technology,  helped coordinate.
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The Journey Museum Store Joan Hunter, Manager

Have you purchased  your Dinosaur to Deadwood T-shirt
or polo yet? Commemorate Stan the T.rex, Archelon,
ammonites, Fairburn agates, and all the treasures of the
Black Hills. Adult T-shirts are $11-14, S-XL.  Polos are
$23. Children’s T-shirts are $10.

Bus tours love The Journey Store. So will your summer guests!

Use your memership card to get 10%
off all Journey Store merchandise.

Make The Journey Museum store one of your stops as
you play tour guide this summer.

 Have your guests fallen in love with the our area’s
history and geology? The Journey Store’s bookshelves
complement the museum’s collections on geology/paleon-
tology, archaeology, pioneer history and Sioux Indian arts
and culture. Books by area photographers like Dick
Kettlewell, Paul Horstead or Johnny Sundby make great sou-
venirs, of course.

Our young visitors love showing parents our puppets,
games, and hands-on science and history stuff. What a re-
freshing educational change from “tourist trap” purchases
that we buy and then kids quickly discard, and grandparents
know that unique children’s gifts purchased here can’t be
found at a typical “big box” shopping venue.

Imagine the grandkids donning one of our dinosaur
capes to become an anklysaur. stegosaur, pteradactyl,
spinosaur or a ferocious T.rex. After a visit to our “ Dino-
saurs to Deadwood”  exhibit and Dinosaur Park, those cos-
tumes will entertain your l ittle ones for days. Ask Joan or
Doug to show you the whole line.

Treat yourselves to a keepsake, too—fine pottery, de-
signer jewelry, or objects by Lakota artisans. Do your holi-
day shopping while your guests browse in one of the region’s
finest gift shops.


